HOW TO PREVENT YOUR PROPERTY
FROM BEING VANDALIZED

INTRODUCTION
Vandalism is more than a graffiti tag or a broken window — it’s a violation of your sense
of security. Even if the damage is relatively minor, vandalism can shake a homeowner’s
confidence to its core. If someone can walk onto your property and do damage without
being seen or discouraged, how likely is it that someone with intentions that are far worse
could be stopped? What’s more, vandalism can depress a neighborhood’s spirit as well as
property values. The following slides represent some common-sense approaches to help you
protect your property, neighborhood and peace of mind.

KEEP YOUR PROPERTY WELL LIT
Vandals often gravitate toward the easiest target, and dark spaces make things that
much easier for them. Not only should you keep some inside lights on to let people know
someone’s home, but you also should install exterior lights. Equipping exterior lights with
motion detectors can put enough of a scare into potential vandals that they won’t be back.

INSTALL A FENCE WITH A SECURE GATE
A vandal certainly will think twice about vandalizing your home or property if he or she
has to climb over a fence or break in through a locked gate. Police recommend having
additional fencing around areas such as corner lots or passageways that would make for
attractive entry points for criminals. Be sure to keep the gates locked.

PLANT BUSHES OR SHRUBS STRATEGICALLY
Planting shrubs, bushes or trees can make it more difficult for vandals to get to their
targets, especially if those plants have thorns, rough bark or pointy leaves that make the
effort of climbing them or crawling through them as painful as possible.

USE VIDEO CAMERAS
Having video cameras in plain sight is an effective form of vandalism and burglary
prevention. As eager as vandals may be to show off their work after the fact, they don’t
like knowing that someone is watching them do it. If they are bold enough to commit a
crime on camera, the video evidence can be extremely useful to police and prosecutors.

CLEAN UP EVIDENCE OF VANDALISM ASAP
Vandals want their work to be seen. Cleaning up graffiti or broken glass as soon as you
find it on your property can be a powerful deterrent in the future. Especially in the case
of graffiti, a vandal is less likely to hit your property a second time if he or she knows the
evidence won’t be there for long.

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING
It’s true that police are busy and often have more serious crimes to deal with, but that
doesn’t mean you should keep it to yourself if you witness vandalism. A history of reports
can let police know where they should patrol more often, and any information can be useful
in finding and arresting vandals.

KEEP YOUR WINDOWS COVERED
Many vandals strike only if they feel comfortable doing so. The less a vandal knows about
who is home and where they are within the home, the better for the homeowner. A vandal
who can tell that no one is home is more likely to take a risk. Keeping blinds, curtains and
drapes closed while your lights are on makes it harder for vandals to see what’s going on
inside, which may convince them it’s not worth the effort.

USE BREAK-RESISTANT GLASS
Shatter-resistant windows and light fixtures might not make it impossible for someone to
vandalize your property, but it sure won’t make it any easier. Vandals tend to break lights
first because it gives them the cover of darkness, but the tougher it is for them to do so, the
more likely they are to give up.

SUPPORT COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
There’s more to preventing vandalism in your community than protecting your property.
Many acts of vandalism are committed because the vandals are bored, so supporting
programs that keep a would-be vandal busy and off the streets can reduce vandalism.
Whether your support takes the form of donations or volunteerism, such programs can
help keep vandalism from becoming a problem.
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